Behind-the-scene shots at the hair salon, Mom and Dad's house, and in the dressing room are absolute must-haves in order to record the bride's and groom's nervous joy and quiet contemplation on the morning of their wedding. Looking at these pictures, we can almost feel the realization sinking in that today is the day -- it's really happening! Black-and-white film reflects the poignancy of these moments best and acts as a nice prelude to the burst of color photographs at the wedding, for a surreal Wizard of Oz effect. Be sure to wear a nice bathrobe or clothes when getting ready, and clean up the house or ask one of your bridesmaids to keep the dressing room tidy (that is, stash your discarded thong away from the camera lens.)


Dress As Art


That gorgeous confection of tulle and lace that you just emptied your bank account for is a work of art and should be photographed as such. (Plus, this may be the last time it's perfectly ironed and stain-free!) Have your photographer take a shot of the dress -- sans bride -- in all its glory. We like them best hanging in a window that's pouring in sunlight, but the back of a wood door works well too. Put it on a proper hanger and lose the plastic bag and any other visible stuffing. This is your expectant gown in repose; don't take it out of its element. A dress shot in its natural surroundings -- like a dressing room -- is beautiful. Slumped in the backseat of your sedan on the way to the church is just tacky.
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Mom & Dad


No shot captures the conflicting feelings of parents on your wedding day better than one taken of them watching the ceremony. While you're focusing on your husband, they're focusing on you, feeling proud, happy, and sad. Be sure your photographer knows who each parent is, and ask him to take a shot of each of them during the ceremony. You can't watch them during the proceedings, but you'll get the full tidal force of their emotions when you see the photographs.

[image: image2.png]



Palm Reading


If the eyes are the mirror of the soul, the hands are the mirror of the heart. Clasped tightly or draped gently, they say a lot about the states of their owners. We love black-and-white, medium-range shots of a couple's hands during the highly charged moments when they recite their vows or exchange rings. (Important: No heads allowed in the frame!) It's a much better way to capture your wedding rings on film without staging a shot that includes all your wedding paraphernalia stacked in a still life, because it's an authentic moment. To get this shot, make sure there will be room for the cameraman near the altar and forewarn your officiant that he or she may be scrambling about.
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Alone At Last


Take away a church full of guests watching your every move and the din of cheers, and you just have each other. Married. Finally. Driven by a surge of emotion, relief, and excitement, what you do in those first few quiet seconds as a married couple is something no photographer should miss. These are some of our favorite photos of all time. Couples can finally relax, and often this is when the emotions from the ceremony are finally released. The trick here is to give yourselves a few moments alone after the ceremony -- perhaps in an available empty room. Make sure there's space for the photographer to follow you and then ignore him -- and revel in the moment, because it will never happen again.
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Still Life


Why place your bouquet or ring pillow against a boring background to be photographed like a prop? We like to see these sentimental accessories being held or hugged by your flower girls or little ring-bearing boy (or dog). By pairing the two, you knock two shots off your list with one -- you get an endearing image of your helpers and a record of the accessory -- and the resulting image is far more engaging than a lifeless prop shot. Be sure that there is adult supervision so that the bouquet is returned to you in one piece. This is something for kids and your photographer to do during the dinner hour and it gives your flower girl the chance to play bride.
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Runaway Bridesmaids


We too are tired of seeing a line of gals holding their bouquets just so. While this is always a good shot to have in your album, we love the alternative we've been seeing. It involves a bit of exercise and a carefree attitude -- bridesmaids and bride trotting toward the camera. No one will be able to keep a straight face, which makes for an absolutely vibrant, energetic shot. Shoot outside, in color, and what will develop is more about personality than perfection. Watch the gowns and shoes in the grass -- you might want to try this after you've finished your close-up portraits.
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Twinkling Tableau


The reception table -- from its overall ambience down to a single thoughtfully orchestrated place setting -- encapsulates the spirit of your wedding. Be sure to photograph the table before the reception starts. Why? Because you won't get to see it in all its perfection (the result of months of planning!), and because once guests arrive you can forget about those fanned napkin folds. Double-check with your reception venue that your photographer can access the site before guests swarm in.
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Life Starts Here


We call this shot "...and they lived happily ever after." You know, the one where the couple walks off together, hand in hand, into the sunset. Or maybe they skip away, laughing. Either way, the keys to giving this admittedly staged and sappy shot a timeless ring are that the couple holds hands and that they are photographed in the distance, moving away from the camera toward a visually "limitless" background with lots of sky. The idea is that this is the beginning of your new life together and the sky's the limit on your dreams! Turn around if you want, you can even do a little jump for joy. We agree that you'll feel a little silly doing it, but the results will be worth your embarrassment. Promise.
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Bon Voyage


When we see mug shots of the couple in their getaway limo -- or carriage or Rolls-Royce -- we imagine them thinking, "Sure, the wedding's been fun and all, but let's start the honeymoon!" Shot from the outside in through the window or inside the car from the front seat, this sayonara shot of the nuzzling or beaming couple is not only adorable but also a good image with which to close the "story" of your wedding. This should really feel like a snapshot -- as though the photographer has merely poked her head in the window of the car to sneak a peek.
Getting Ready

  Bride's clothes hanging on the wardrobe, on the bedpost, or over a chair

  Bridesmaids doing bride's hair and makeup

  Bride and bridesmaids getting dressed, applying makeup

  Mom helping bride with one last detail, such as veil

  Full-length shot of bride in gown checking herself out in mirror

  Detail of clothing, shoes, garter, something borrowed, something blue

  Touching shot of bride with parent/s and/or stepparent/s

  Touching shot of bride with sibling/s 

  Bride hugging honor attendant

  Bride with bridesmaids

  Bride with all the women

  Groom getting ready with Dad and pals (tying the tie is a classic)

  Touching shot of groom with parent/s and/or stepparent/s

  Touching shot of groom with sibling/s

  Groom with his arm affectionately around best man

  Groom with all the groomsmen

  Groomsmen putting on boutonnieres or bowties

  Intimate shots of bride and groom chatting with/crying with/hugging parents and siblings preceremony

  Dad whispering last-minute advice to groom

  Groom ready to go

  Bride ready to go

  Bride and groom separately making their way to the ceremony (in a limo backseat, hailing a cab, walking down the street/hall/stairs)

The Ceremony

  Guests streaming into the site

  Ushers escorting guests to their seats 

  Ushers escorting moms to their seats (Christian wedding)

  Close-up of groom's adorably nervous mug waiting for his other half

  Bridesmaids and groomsmen walking down the aisle

  Flower girl and/or ring bearer entering

  Honor attendant walking down the aisle

  Grandparents walking down the aisle (Jewish wedding)

  Wedding party waiting at the altar

  Groom walking down the aisle

  Bride and Dad/escort/parents (Jewish wedding) walking down the aisle

  Close-up of bride just before she makes her entrance

  Bride and groom at the altar

  Altar or canopy from the back during ceremony

  Wide shot of audience during ceremony, from bride and groom's point of view

  Faces of bride and groom as they exchange vows

  Close-up of bride's and groom's hands as they exchange rings

  The kiss

  Bride and groom proceeding up the aisle, guests' smiling faces at their sides

  Bride and groom outside ceremony site

  Congrats shots: bride and groom hugging, laughing, and crying with good friends and family

  Bride and groom leaving ceremony site

  Bride and groom in limo backseat

Before the Reception (During the Cocktail Hour)


Note: You can also take these before the ceremony.

  Bride and groom together

  Bride with her happy, proud parents and/or stepparents

  Bride with her entire immediate family 

  Groom with his happy, proud parents and/or stepparents

  Groom with his entire immediate family

  Bride and groom with all parents

  Bride and groom with immediate family members from both sides

  Bride and groom with groomsmen

  Bride and groom with bridesmaids

  Bride and groom with whole wedding party

The Reception

  Shot from outside reception site (to set the tone)

  Reception details such as place cards, guest book, centerpieces, decorations, table settings, favors table, and champagne glasses

  Bride and groom arriving (make it dramatic -- their faces through the dark limo windows, the two lovebirds atop a staircase or pushing through a curtain)

  Receiving line moments

  Bride and groom at head table

  Parents' table

  Guests' tables

  Close-up of friends and family making toasts

  Bride and groom sipping champagne

  Bride's and groom's parents whispering to each other during dinner

  Bride and groom chatting up the guests

  Bride and groom's first dance (maybe with a slow shutter speed so the movement blurs the image a little)

  Parents dancing

  Bride and Dad dancing

  Groom and Mom dancing

  Wedding party dancing

  Grandparents dancing

  Kids playing or dancing

  Musicians or DJ doing their thing

  Guests going nuts on the dance floor (again, slow shutter speed could be effective)

  Bride laughing with bridesmaids

  Cake table

  Bride and groom cutting the cake

  Bride and groom feeding each other cake 

  Dessert table

  Bouquet toss (perhaps a vertical shot from in front of the bride)

  Tossing and catching of the garter

  Bride and groom leaving, waving from getaway car's backseat

  Rear of car departing

Photography: Expert Advice on Unique Wedding-Day Shots 

Experts expose wedding-day wisdom by sharing their favorite cool photo techniques and tools.
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Just because you've taken hundreds of party pictures with friends and aced a Photography 101 course in college doesn't mean you know all the secrets to getting the best, most unique photos. We asked the experts to share their wedding-day wisdom by telling us about their favorite cool photo techniques and tools. 

Keeping your wedding party standing in a straight line for formal portraits does not always make for the prettiest pictures. Would it hurt to be a little adventurous?

A Must-Have: Variety


To capture a rich variety of colors, textures, and tones, ask your photographer to use a variety of films -- black-and-white and color -- at different speeds. Sometimes certain film types and lighting techniques are more flattering or dramatic than others. Even if you think you'll want only color images, consider adding black-and-white photos to your coverage. Not only is it trendy to have a variety of films, it's also the safest way to ensure all emotions and elements are recorded. In other words, while color is perfect for capturing the true beauty of the weather, your bouquet, and the details in your custom-made tablecloths, black and white will capture the emotion, intimacy, and intensity of your ceremonial kiss, your first dance, and that hug from your grandmother.

Trendy Techniques


There are two techniques topping the charts of cool wedding photography: cross-processing and the use of grainy film. Cross-processing is a technique that heightens the intensity of colors in the images and even tweaks them to be a little off-key... in a good way. (Think Andy Warhol.) It's great for outdoor scenes full of rich color: Since you're aware that the sky is blue and the grass is green, when the sky becomes a rich purply color, you'll know it's not a mistake. Grainy film lets your photographer create artistic photos in low-light situations without having to rely heavily on flash photography. The result is an image where you can literally see the graininess. It works best in black-and-white and ends up looking a little like "old-fashioned photo meets Impressionist painting." You'll want some more traditional images too, so use these alternatives with caution...maybe for just one or two rolls of film.

Engage Infrared


Ask your photographer to use infrared film to re-create your fairy-tale wedding in your portraits. This film records light waves just below the visible spectrum, which creates an ethereal picture by spreading a white glow over warm areas of a photo. It's best outdoors where steamy sun rays will yield sexy shots. Make sure your photographer snaps one of these hazy pictures if you like a dreamy look. Try something romantic, albeit a tiny bit cheesy: you on a swing hanging from a tree in your parents' backyard; holding hands walking away from the camera in a field full of flowers; running off barefoot into the sunset.

Get Around


Use the environment. After all, there's a reason you chose to marry where you did. Whether it's a huge oak tree in the courtyard of the fanciest hotel in the city or on the city streets in the bustling downtown area where your childhood church is located, the natural environment and the objects around you -- kids playing hockey in the street, historic statues or bridges, street signs, buses full of tourists -- will create a colorful and playful palette. It's an opportunity to capture the essence of life going on around you on your VID (very important day), something you might miss while caught up in wedding-day doings.

Something Fishy


Looking for something to rock your world? Try the tool that music-video directors have been using for years: the fish-eye lens. This wide-angle lens records more than the normal vista, spanning the spectrum from floor to ceiling and everything in between, all in one shot. Because the lens is putting more in the frame, the angle of view is distorted from what our eyes normally see, creating rounding at the corners (sort of liking looking out from a fishbowl). Fish-eye can be really cool in the hands of the right photographer, but we don't recommend using a fish-eye lens for the majority of your photos -- just to spice some of them up a bit.

Get Into the Groove


Don't stop moving -- get those smooth moves on film! Forget about stopping to pose -- just keep moving. A camera set at a low shutter speed, letting the action run by, creates a photo where images are intentionally blurry. This is a definite do, especially when you and your wedding party are giving it your all while doing the cha-cha.

Line it Up


Keeping your wedding party standing in a straight line for formal portraits does not always make for the prettiest pictures. Would it hurt to be a little adventurous? Consider some carefree alternatives where everyone is a little offbeat. Something so simple as the group of guys and gals trotting toward the camera will make great photos. No two people will look alike, and no one is likely to be able to keep a straight face. It's a good way to photograph people's personalities.

Strike a Pose?


If you've hired a photojournalist, don't stop and pose each time you sense a camera pointed your way. The photographer was attracted to whatever you were doing and is trying to capture the true spirit of your day, not a pose. Therefore, it's best to let your families know that you've hired a candid photographer so that they're not constantly asking him or her to take posed photos. A good photographer will capture the dazzling drama on film, whether you are smiling from ear to ear with your wedding party or you're caught smirking in your seat after hearing some embarrassing words from the best man's toast.

On the Horizon


Don't obsess about the background. Lighting is much more important than a backdrop. A photojournalist's look hinges on capturing a natural mood, so natural light is preferred. If there's a portrait shot being taken, the people are the main focus, so sometimes photographers will blur out the background to increase the emotion and interactions between people. Granted, we have seen some fabulous shots marred by the unfortunate position of an exit sign, but let the photographers worry about that -- that's their job.

Photography: Black-and-White Versus Color Film 

Debating between black-and-white and color wedding photos? We'll help you decide.
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No doubt you'll want to capture the rich hues of your centerpieces, vibrant blooms between cake tiers, and the rich red of chocolate-covered strawberries on color film. But when it comes to capturing the unscripted seconds that live in your mind forever -- the anxiety and joy of getting ready or the adoring glance your future husband casts your way -- black-and-white film can be the way to go. In short, both color and black-and-white images are essential to document the planning that went into your day and the moments that define it. 

Work the advantages of black-and-white and color film: Request both 
to satisfy your 
artistic and documentary needs.

Black-and-White Basics


Plain and simple, black-and-white photography is preferred for documenting emotional moments. The fewer colors your eyes have to process, the cleaner and easier an image is to absorb when viewing. The result? The subject shines through!

Black-and-white images help you focus on the features of a subject and bring the mood into focus. Use it to capture important, intimate moments such as the kiss and the first dance. To intensify the purity of such sacred moments, Philippe Cheng, an established New York wedding photographer, recommends that your photographer zoom in to cut out visual clutter and focus on the look in the groom's eyes or the happy tears streaming down the bride's cheeks, for example.

Advantages of Black-and-White Film


Black-and-white film can help mask skin imperfections because shades of gray can't record the blotchy red irritations that inevitably pop up on this stressful day. Put this knowledge to use and ask for black-and-white coverage as you get ready. You'll be able to look back and remember all the great details of the day -- Mom buttoning your dress, a stolen glance in the mirror, the silent sweep of a makeup brush -- without remembering that red bloch on your face! Save the color for the final moment when the gown, the hair, and the makeup are all perfect.

Another advantage of black-and-white images is their duration. Printing black-and-white images on special archival fiber paper is more expensive than printing color but can last hundreds of years. Think of your grandparents' wedding albums -- faces of ancestors still peek out, brimming with the same joy they felt that day. These are "archival prints." Color photos fade and degenerate faster. Film advances are being made, but the fact remains that, on average, color prints will start to fade after about 50 years.

When to Use Color Film


Once the attendants are dressed and assembled and the reception site is unveiled, let those color photos begin! Flowers, food, favors -- all of these elements you discussed endlessly and selected lovingly can only be recorded on color film. It might not seem as artistic, but trust us, you'll want to remember exactly what color your centerpieces were 40 years from now!

Likewise, remember to ask for color during your formal portrait session -- these are the photos for which you'll most likely order multiple prints. Shoot as much as you can outside, too. 

Color film does not need to be restricted to daylight. It can work very well at night or even indoors to capture a soft, romantic mood. By placing a camera on a tripod, for example, a photographer can use a slower, better color film and no flash to shoot a beautiful, dimly lit room or centerpiece. "Color is at its best when most subtle," affirms Cheng. Ask your photographer to look for these soft, quiet details and record them with care.

Putting Two and Two Together


So, what should you do for your wedding? Work the advantages of black-and-white and color film: Request both to satisfy your artistic and documentary needs. An extra photographer may be required, and overall it may eat up more of the budget, but you'll love the results. From an intimate black-and-white portrait of you and your loved ones to a vibrant, colorful shot of the bridal party, you can have your cake and eat it too!

Photography: Etiquette Q&A 

Having some photography issues? Chase away your worries here.
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I love the look of candid wedding shots, but all of my married friends have traditional, posed pictures. How should I choose?


Try mixing posed and candid shots to round out your wedding album. If you adore candids, hire someone who specializes in a photojournalistic style, with real talent for capturing emotional, spontaneous moments. Then, simply tell your photographer which posed shots you'd also like. Many portrait photographers can also shoot candids. Determine your priorities and choose a professional accordingly.

When should formal pictures be taken?


Photography session timing is up to you. Here are the options:

  Before ceremony: This is an efficient suggestion, but it's out if you two don't want to see each other before the wedding. More and more couples choose to spend time alone pre-ceremony, but this can be a great chance to take family and wedding-party pictures when everyone's excited and fresh.

  Between ceremony and reception: This is probably the most popular option; the newlyweds and wedding party gather at the front of the ceremony site and take pictures while guests wait outside or travel to the reception for cocktail hour. (Don't make your guests wait hours, though!)

  During reception: Some couples steal away during the reception for photo shoots with the wedding party and family. Consider whether or not you want to take this time away from your guests.

  Afterward: You might need to redo your makeup for a late shoot, and its feasibility depends on the party's length. The biggest advantage of a post-wedding photo shoot? No distractions or nerves.

We're on a really tight budget. Is it smart to hire a photography student or ask an amateur photographer guest to take pictures?


If you find a truly talented student or you've always admired your cousin's skill as a shutterbug, consider this option. Just keep in mind that if the photographer doesn't have wedding experience, you might not get great results -- and it might not be worth the savings.

I'm concerned that my photographer won't take all the shots I want. How can I ensure perfect pictures without being a total control freak?


Take the responsibility off your shoulders by giving your photographer a list of must-take photos in advance -- certain moments or people that you definitely want captured on film. Enlist a relative or close friend to point out specific people for the photographer. Here's an interesting idea we saw recently: A backdrop was set up in a reception room corner, and anyone could go there to have a picture taken with the bride and groom. This allowed groups of family and friends to take responsibility into their own hands.

Color or black and white film -- which is considered best these days?


There's definitely a trend toward black and white film at weddings. There's something dramatic about photographs in shades of black, white, and gray -- they tend to be very emotional and focus on the essence of the people portrayed in them. But color film will capture all the details you so painstakingly planned -- the peach roses, the intense coral of the bridesmaid dresses, even the blue of the bride's eyes. Your best bet is a combination of both. 

 

Photography: Going Digital -- What to Know 

With all the buzz about digital photography, it's only a matter of time before digital goes mainstream -- here's what you need to know.
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You're interviewing a potential photographer and she mentions that she only shoots digital. Huh? Digital for a wedding? Yes, ma'am. An estimated 30% of wedding photographers have taken the digital plunge. Why? Because today's professional digital cameras are incredibly advanced, resulting in crystal-clear pictures, and possibly faster turnaround times and more convenient sharing options than with conventional photography. Some of the industry's best photographers are shooting digitally -- and are even beginning to prefer it to 35mm. Here's what you need to know: 

As soon as two weeks after the wedding, it's possible that you'll be able to share your wedding pictures with everyone online.

Get the Right Goods


You know a wedding photographer isn't going to pick up any old 35mm film camera to shoot your wedding. So of course she isn't going to use the point-and-shoot digital varieties that you know and may use. What makes a professional's high-end camera different are resolution and pixel count, and, like any other professional cameras, all the options and settings that allow a photographer to tweak the picture for the very best image possible. These are way beyond basic digital cameras, which means the quality of your pictures will be too.

Sneak a Peek


Photographers agree that one of the biggest advantages of shooting digitally is that you can see results as you go along, on the camera's LCD screen. This means the photographer will know right away if he or she needs to take a shot again, because, for example, the exposure was bad or a bridesmaid had her eyes closed. It also gives photographers more creative freedom, allowing them to compose pictures with different lighting, angles, and cropping, because they can tell instantly if the shot worked or not.

Compare & Contrast


Worried digital files won't produce nice pictures? Thanks to the quality now of both cameras and printers, your 11x14 digital prints may be just as good as 11x14 35mm prints. In fact, you probably won't even notice difference between side-by-side samples. If you're worried, ask your photographer to see a sample of an 11x14 image that they've taken. Make sure you like what you see.

Share the Love


As soon as two weeks after the wedding, it's possible that you'll be able to share your wedding pictures with everyone online. And since the images are digital, it's easy for photographers to offer the option of online viewing (often sooner than it would take to get conventional proofs). As soon as your photographer uploads the images to a password-protected site, you get to see hundreds of pictures from your wedding -- and share them with everyone, no matter how far away they are. Even better, everyone can order their own prints online: less hassle for you, instant gratification for your family.

Know Your Rights


When it comes to who owns the digital files, don't assume that they're automatically yours -- even if they are posted online for everyone to see. Some photographers might give you the files but maintain the copyright, while others might download lower-resolution copies of the images on a CD for you, but keep the original, high-res files that would be appropriate for enlargement. As always, make sure the contract terms are acceptable to you before signing on the dotted line.

Add Special Effects


Think of all the enhancements and techniques photographers use on "regular" photos. Now it's even easier to manipulate images because they're already in a digital format. She can greatly enhance a picture with computer software like Adobe Photoshop and Genuine Fractals (say, if you want a poster-size wedding portrait). A more artistic technique might be printing onto watercolor paper using an Iris printer, resulting in images that look like paintings. Check out photographers' portfolios to see what artistic techniques they might use.

Save Cash Elsewhere


Sure, your photographer saves on film and processing costs. But the actual time spent shooting at your wedding, equipment costs, and printing expenses remain. And because what you're really paying for is the skill of the photographer, no matter her medium, and a package with a set number of images, your cost benefit comes when you get to pick from a better selection of pictures.

Make it Last


Like any pictures printed on high-quality photographic paper, your digital prints are likely to last for decades, depending on which printing system your photographer uses. And instead of worrying about protecting fragile negatives that are easily scratched or lost, you can archive your digital files on DVD or CD -- technology that should last for many years to come -- at which point you (or your photographer) can convert the files to the Next Greatest Thing.

